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nOHONK CONFERENCE ADDRESSES. 



Steps towards Arbitration. 

BY REV. H. M. MACCRACKEN, D.D., CHANCELLOR 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY. 

Mr. President, — la this ray first attendance upon the 
Mohonk Conference, I wish to express my obligation to 
this Conference for the impulse it has given me. We 
who have placed upon us the responsibility of providing 
for the education of young men, welcome such influences 
as come forth from this Conference. The young men 
who are now going through our universities are soon to 
take a large part in guiding the affairs of the state. If 
world-arbitration is to come, it will be largely through 
their influence. We welcome, then, such a centre of in- 
fluence as this, which helps to educate them in the thought 
that world-arbitration is sure to prevail. 

If we who are here can know the corner-stones upon 
which this structure of world-arbitration is to be builded 
up, and if we can make the thoughtful people of the na- 
tion know them, then we have done much toward attain- 
ing the great object which is before us. To my mind, it 
is not an edifice that is to be builded up very speedily. 
I can hardly dream of the time coming within my gen- 
eration when we shall have more than a few of the 
nations of the earth joining in the arbitration of their 
differences. But if we can help to forward it in little 
measure, we shall have done what we could. 

For my part, I would have this Conference teach the 
citizens of America, I would have all the universities and 
colleges teach the young men within their walls, to favor 
the concentration of the control of mankind in a compara- 
tively few world-powers. As I read history, the great 
advances towards settling disputes by arbitration instead 
of by war have been through the gathering of clans into 
states, and states into nations, and nations into empires. 
What has put away war from the island of Great Brit- 
ain, these three hundred years? The bringing of Scot- 
land and Wales and England into one nation. What has 
prevented any intestine war in Germany, among those 
little kingdoms and principalities these last thirty years ? 
The forming of the German Empire. What has pre- 
vented any war in this North American continent, these 
last thirty years ? Very largely, the fact that, north of 
the southern boundary of Mexico, there are only three 
nations. There has been ten times more war among' 
those little nations south of Mexico than in all the rest of 
this continent. 

And so, if there come an opportunity by which the 
United States or its citizens can help place all South 
America under two governments only, one on the eastern 
slope of the Andes and the other on the western, or all 
Central America in a single state, I believe by so doing 
we shall help forward immeasurably this cause of arbitra- 
tion. I welcome the coming control of the Dark Conti- 
nent by three or four world-powers. The covering over 
of eastern Asia by the Celestial Empire has done un- 
counted good to mankind in the cause of peace for centu- 
ries past. As to the future, I am only sure that either 
the nations of the world must keep the Celestial Empire 
in her integrity as a single nation with its three or four 
hundred millions, or else, if that cannot be done, that the 
great world-powers of Russia, Germany, England, France 
must still further enlarge their control of mankind by 



taking the millions of that empire, as England took the 
millions of India, under their protection. 

We are to welcome, in the second place, industrial and 
commercial advance, as an immeasurable step toward 
arbitration. Bailey Jarvis, in "Rob Roy," discussing 
the prospects of an outbreak by the Highlanders and 
consequent civil war in Great Britain, tells how it is that, 
because a "moiety" of the people in the Highlands have 
absolutely no work to do, and very little to eat, war is 
sure to come. To a great many of the nations of the 
Old World, there is an excuse for the maintenance of 
standing armies, that otherwise the labor market would 
be overstocked and there would be nothing for tens of 
thousands of their citizens to do. I do not believe this 
doctrine, though temporarily it might seem to be so in 
Germany, in France, or in Russia. But the most 
thorough students of economics tell us that invention 
and commerce, instead of taking the bread out of peo- 
ple's mouths, will, if they are wisely directed, enlarge 
the wants of the average man, multiply indefinitely the 
cravings of the masses, and so give employment instead 
of taking it away. When we help on the spread of com 
merce, the enlargement of invention and industry, we are 
giving occupation to mankind. The men, therefore, 
who have the shaping of the industries and commerce of 
our country are tending to give that occupation to man- 
kind which will make war unprofitable and after a while 
impossible. *»*»«****** 

Then may I name the works of education? For, after 
all, it is some individual, some intelligence, some great 
will, that at the proper juncture, will see how to use the 
opportunity which arises and to carry forward to realiza- 
tion this ideal of a great tribunal for mankind. It will 
always require men " who have understanding of the 
times." So I rely very largely upon the right use of 
education, in college and university, in order to raise up 
a host of educated youth who will resolve that arbitration 
is to be the solution of the relations between nations, 
and that it must and shall come. If we can fill the young 
men of our country with this spirit, with the resolve to 
work, as they shape our legislation, our industries, our 
national growth, to secure this world-tribunal, who can 
tell what a power might go forth over all lands? The 
day is passed when the educated young man of America 
is a citizen of America only. He is a citizen of the utter- 
most parts of the earth. 



The Growth of International Unity. 

BY PROP. EDWIN R. A. SELIGMAN, OF COLOMBIA 
UNIVERSITY. 

Mr. President, Ladies, and Gentlemen,— There are one 
or two considerations which appeal strongly to the econo- 
mist in this discussion. If we take a broad view of his- 
tory, we find that there' has often been a movement in 
advance, and then in part a reaction. All progress in 
the world consists of these steps forward, and of perhaps 
slighter steps backward. From the economic point of 
view, the world's history may be divided into periods. 
If we consider the mediaeval conception of the relation 
of man to the state, we shall find primarily the principle 
of authority. The individual was nothing ; the govern- 
ment was paramount and all-pervading. The government 
interfered in everything, limited the energies of everyone, 



